
  



AZERBAIJAN 

  

List of preferential taxation countries confirmed 

In accordance with the Decree of the President of Azerbaijan dated 11 July 2017, 

the list of countries and territories with preferential taxation was confirmed. This list 

will be used for the purposes of withholding tax of non-resident, transfer pricing 

matters, and income of residents. Read more: 

  

Organisation of sale of taxpayer’s seized property in trading networks 

The Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan, by its decision dated 16 

June 2017, confirmed the Rules for organisation of sale of taxpayer’s seized property 

in trading. The Rules have been prepared on the basis of paragraph 3 of article 

53.2 of the Law on Execution and determine the rules for organisation of sale of 

taxpayer’s seized property in trade networks (including electronic trading networks) 

in accordance with article 90 of the Tax Code. Read more: 

 

Double Tax Treaty between Azerbaijan and Denmark 

On 31 May 2017, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan signed the Law 

on ratification of the Convention “on elimination of double taxation in respect of taxes 

for incomes and prevention of tax evasion” dated 17 February 2017, between the 

Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Government of Kingdom of 

Denmark. 

 

Amendments to the Telecommunication Law 

In accordance with the Law on “Amendment to the Telecommunication Law of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan” dated 10 March 2017, operators and providers of internet 

telecommunication service shall be registered with the Ministry of Transport, 

Communication and High Technologies within 15 days upon the commencement 

date of rendering service. Read more: 

According to the Amendment Law as of 11 July 2017, a new article (50-1), 

concerning advertisement through telecommunication means and devices has been 

included into the Telecommunication Law. One of the changes affected the 

advertisement of alcoholic beverages (alcohol by volume is more than 5 percent), 

which cannot be placed in telecommunication devices. Read more: 

  

http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/azerbaijan-preferentual-taxation
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/azerbaijan-tax-payer-rules-2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/amendment-telecom-azerbaijan-mar2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/telecom-law-azerbaijan-2017


Amendments to the Law on Copyright and Related Rights 

According to the Amendment Law as of 11 July 2017, new paragraphs concerning 

advertisement have been added to the Law on Copyright and Related Rights. Read 

more: 

  

Amendments to the Labor Code 

According to the Amendment Law as of 13 July 2017, for the purposes of 

implementation of the Law on Cashless Settlements, a new paragraph (x) has been 

added to the duties of employer. Thus, all payments to be made to the employee 

by the employer under the Labor Code shall be provided in accordance with the 

provisions of the Law on Cashless Settlements. Read more: 

  

Improvement of food safety system 

On 10 February 2017, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan signed a decree 

on “additional measures with respect to the improvement of food safety system in 

the Republic of Azerbaijan”. The decree aims at improving a control system over 

the food safety in the country, transparency, eliminating disunity and duplication in 

this regard as well as providing realisation of the measures set forth in “Strategic 

Road Map on Production and Processing of Agricultural Products in the Republic of 

Azerbaijan”. Read more: 

  

New rules set for VAT refunds on consumption goods 

Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan on approval of “Rule for the 

refund of the value-added tax paid by natural persons during shopping festivals for 

the goods that are not intended for commercial or production purposes, and that 

are purchased in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan”. Read more: 

 

Patent Rights legislation changes 

On 10 February 2017, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan signed a decree 

“on additional measures regarding the improvement of management in the fields of 

standardization, metrology, accreditation and protection of the patent right 

objects”. Read more: 

 

http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/copyright-law-azerbaijan-amendments-2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/copyright-law-azerbaijan-amendments-2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/copyright-law-azerbaijan-amendments-2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/labour-code-azerbaijan
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/food-safety-azerbaijan-
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/vat-azerbaijan-feb2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/patent-rights-azerbaijan-feb2017


Azerbaijan adopts legislation to promote high-growth in non-oil sector and expand 

export opportunities 

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan signed a decree on “additional measures 

with regard to strengthening the position of the Republic of Azerbaijan as Digital 

Trade Hub and expansion of foreign trade transactions” on 22 February 2017. 

The main goal of the Decree is to maintain a high growth rate of non-oil sector, to 

expand its export opportunities and to increase its competitiveness, to provide the 

compliance of legal and infrastructural base of e-commerce with international 

requirements, to further strengthen the leading position of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

as a digital trade hub of regional importance on this basis. Read more: 

 

BELARUS 

 

Global business amendments - Preferences for the Great Stone 

The new legal regime was introduced for the residents of the China-Belarus 

Industrial Park Great Stone at the end of May in Belarus, which is accessible to all 

legal entities located in the Park and registered by its administration. Read more: 

  

Amendments to the Bank legislation - New Format of Bank Accounts 

As of 4 July 2017, Belarus applies the international bank account formats: the 28-

digit account number (IBAN) and the Bank Identification Code (BIC). As a result, 

the structure of current, correspondent, deposit, and other types of accounts will 

change. From this moment all bank transactions will be performed only with the 

use of these bank details. With regard to international bank transactions, a 

transitional period is stipulated until 31 December 2017: funds transferred to 

Belarusian entities with old bank details will be credited to bank accounts of a new 

format. 

  

IT legislation - New in the Belarusian "Silicon Valley" 

President of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko announced the adoption of cardinal 

measures to develop the IT industry. 

A number of measures will be aimed at creating conditions for attracting investment 

funds and venture organizations to the High-Tech Park (HTP), in particular, the 

subsidiary liability for HTP residents' liabilities in case of bankruptcy is 

cancelled. Read more: 

http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/azerbaijan-non-oil-improve-feb2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/belarus_technopark
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/belarus-it-news-july2017


CZECH REPUBLIC 

 

Revolution in personal data protection introduced by EU 

In May 2016, General Data Protection Regulation was published in the Official 

Journal of the European Union. The Regulation brings a new set of rights and duties 

both for the data processors and controllers and for the data subjects in a wide 

range of areas of personal data protection. The Regulation shall apply from 25 May 

2018. Read more: 

  

Corporate legislation 

On 14 January 2017, amendments to the Business Corporations Act providing a new 

rule in establishing of supervisory board in a joint-stock company came into effect. 

Newly, one-third of the members of the supervisory board has to be elected by 

employees. Also, a person who is not employed by a joint-stock company can be 

elected as the representative its employees. This new rule applies only to joint-stock 

companies employing more than 500 employees. 

This change of the Business Corporations Act has to be reflected in the articles of 

association and into the composition of the supervisory board until 14 January 2019. 

Otherwise, a court may decide to dissolve a joint-stock company (worst case 

scenario). 

  

The smoking ban 

On 31 May 2017, a new anti-smoking legislation came into effect. The smoking ban 

applies to all restaurants, pubs, bars, cafes and unlisted spaces and there is no 

possibility to have segregated smoking room. Just to illustrate, the Czech Republic 

was the last EU member to allow unrestricted smoking in restaurants. 

  

Czech Insolvency Act 

On 1 July 2017, a large amendment to Czech Insolvency Act No. 182/2006 Coll. 

came into effect. This amendment regulates many aspects of insolvency proceedings, 

from protection against frivolous insolvency petitions through corporate insolvency 

assessment, to debt relief. Read more: 

 

 

http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/eu-data-protection
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/czech-insolvency-act


KAZAKHSTAN 

 

Amendments to the legislative acts on data protection issues 

On 1 July 2017, the amendments to the Law on Telecommunications will come 

into effect, which provide for creation of a single Republican database of identification 

codes (i.e. IMEI codes) of subscribers’ mobile devices.  On the same date, the 

provisions of the Law on Counter-intelligence activities will come into effect, 

which provides for access of counter-intelligence authorities to the mentioned 

database. The registration of mobile telecom devices in Kazakhstan under IMEI 

codes shall be subject to compliance with special Regulations (to be adopted). 

  

Amendment to the Civil Code 

The important concepts of “void” and “disputable” transactions have been 

introduced, which provide for transactions (contracts, agreements), that are directly 

stipulated as “void” under the laws, to be recognised invalid without a respective 

court decision and from the date of their conclusion.    

If the kind of transaction is not directly stipulated by laws as “void”, it is deemed 

to be “disputable”. 

These novelties may have a significant effect on subsoil use contracts (please see 

below) and tax claims. 

  

Subsoil Use Law amendments 

The legal provision for recognising the transaction on alienation of subsoil use right 

or objects, related to subsoil use rights, invalid in case of non-notifying the 

authority within 5 days of its conclusion has been removed from the law. 

On the other hand, such transactions concluded without a prior permit from the 

authority or after an expiration of such permit shall be deemed “void” (please see 

above).  In addition to that, provisions of pledge agreements and other agreements 

related to subsoil use are also stipulated to be void if they are in contradiction with 

certain provisions of subsoil use law. 

 

Corporate legislation 

The requirement to publish information about the purchase of a 20% stake in a joint 

stock company by prevailing entity is introduced.  Subsidiary liability for officials of 



legal entity to bringing it to deliberate or false bankruptcy is introduced.  Mandatory 

annual audit requirement is now provided for subjects of large business, if they 

have shareholders with less than 10% stake, or for a subject of medium business in 

a case upon demand of its shareholder having less than 10% stake. 

  

KYRGYZSTAN 

  

List of incomes that are not subject to the income tax 

The list of incomes that are not subject to the income tax is supplemented by the 

cost of fixed assets received from the social and cultural, housing and communal 

services, roads, water supply and sewerage, electric networks and meters, 

substations, boiler houses and heating networks, gas networks and devices for 

accounting of gas, that exploits and maintains said facilities for their intended use, 

regardless of the form of ownership of such organization, in accordance with the 

act of acceptance of the object. 

  

Amendments to the Bankruptcy Law 

According to the amendments made to the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic "On 

Bankruptcy" at the stage of rehabilitation, legal entities, with the consent of the 

meeting of shareholders, can be granted the right to receive unsecured loans to 

carry out economic activities and the rehabilitation plan of the debtor in the 

manner determined by the Kyrgyz Government. These loans do not require court 

approval and are related to the costs of the bankruptcy process. 

  

The new Law “On State Residential Mortgage” is adopted 

The adopted law establishes the legal framework for implementing a unified state 

policy in the sphere of providing citizens with affordable housing. 

  

The new Law "On State Social Order" is adopted 

The objectives of the state social order are the solution of socially significant 

problems of society and the achievement of socially useful goals by the means of 

the republican and/or local budgets, as well as by involving intellectual, personnel, 

material and other resources of legal entities, individual entrepreneurs and citizens. 

  



Regulation on Unified State Register of Claims on Movable Property is adopted 

A new Instruction on the procedure for registering the right of claim for the 

performance of obligations (under the contract) in respect of movable property is 

adopted. Read more: 

  

RUSSIA 

  

Russia extended the embargo on import of certain products originating from the 

EU, the USA and some other countries 

The President of the Russian Federation signed on 30 June 2017 the Decree No. 

293 extending the period of effectiveness of the special economic measures - the 

embargo on import of certain agricultural products, foods and raw materials 

originating from countries that imposed economic sanctions on Russia through 31 

December 2018. Read more: 

  

Blocking of VPN-services and anonymisers in Russia: Legal developments 

Russian legislation sets the criteria for assessing materials and/or information required 

to take decisions by the state authorities and agencies on the inclusion of domain 

names and pages indexes of Internet sites, as well as network addresses that allow 

identifying Internet sites containing prohibited information, in the Unified Register of 

Domain Names and Page Indexes of Internet Sites, as well as Network Addresses 

allowing to Identify Internet Sites that Contain Information Prohibited for 

Dissemination in the Russian Federation. Read more: 

  

Purchase of the state and municipal property by offshore companies is prohibited 

in Russia 

On 1 July 2017, amendments to the Federal Law 'On Privatisation of the State and 

Municipal Property' and the Federal Law 'On the Procedure for Foreign Investment 

in Business Entities of Strategic Importance for National Defense and State Security' 

became effective, according to which  offshore companies and legal entities 

controlled by an offshore company or a group of entities, which includes an 

offshore company, are not permitted to purchase state and municipal property in 

Russia. Read more: 

  

 

http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/unified-register-propery-kyrgyzstan
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/russia-extends-embargo-june2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/russia-extends-embargo-june2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/russia-offshore-companies-restriction-july2017


Pre-trial settlement of disputes in Russia: recent changes 

As of 12 July 2017, amendments to the Arbitration Procedural Code of the Russian 

Federation and the Civil Code of the Russian Federation come into force, 

providing, inter alia, for: 

 expansion of the list of disputes which do not require compliance with a pre-

trial procedure prior to applying to an arbitration (state commercial) court; 

 the pre-trial procedure prior to bringing a legal action for early termination of the 

legal protection of a trademark as a result of its non-use. 

Read more: 

  

Russia ratifies the protocol on compulsory licensing of medicines production 

On 19 July 2017, the Federation Council approved a draft law on the Adoption of 

a Protocol on Amending the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 

Property Rights (TRIPS) under which TRIPS is supplemented with the 

provisions regarding the extended application of the mechanism allowing WTO 

member states to issue compulsory licenses for the production of generic medicines 

for export and, where required, to use immunity if their actions are challenged by 

other WTO member states. Read more: 

  

Breaches of the Personal Data Law in Russia: Roskomnadzor practice 

Experts of Roskomnadzor clarified the new set of elements of an administrative 

infringements provided for by Article 13.11 of the Code of Administrative Violations 

of the Russian Federation and corresponding measures of administrative liability that 

came into force on 1 July 2017, and also described typical violations in the area of 

personal data revealed during inspections of personal data operators in the first half 

of this year. Read more: 

 

Administrative liability of manufacturers, contractors and sellers in Russia: legal 

developments 

On 30 July 2017, amendments to the Code of Administrative Violations came into 

force. The amendments establish special administrative liability for the failure of the 

manufacturer (contractor, seller, or a person acting as a foreign manufacturer) to 

take measures for harm prevention in case of circulation products that do not meet 

the requirements of the technical regulations. Read more: 

 

http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/pretrial-settlement-russia-july2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/russia-pharma-licensing-july2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/data-protection-russia-july2017
http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/producers-liability-july2017


UZBEKISTAN 

  

Amendments to the Constitution 

The Supreme Economic Court and the Supreme Court are united into a single 

supreme judiciary body in the sphere of civil, criminal, administrative and economic 

legal proceedings - the Supreme Court of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Read more: 

  

Anti-corruption measures 

The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On combating corruption” No. ZRU-419 

was established on 3 January 2017. The Law provides the basic principles and 

directions of the state policy on combating corruption, system of authorized bodies, 

and participation of self-government bodies, civil society institutions, mass media 

and citizens, as well as international cooperation in this field. The Republican 

interdepartmental commission on counteracting corruption has been established. 

  

Creation of new Free Economic Zones 

Four new free economic zones (FEZ) have been created: FEZ “Urgut” in Samarkand, 

FEZ “Gijduvan” in Bukhara, FEZ “Kokand” in Fergana and FEZ “Khazarasp” in 

Khorezm regions. The period of operation of these zones is 30 years with the 

possibility of a subsequent extension, during which special tax and customs 

privileges operate in the territories. 

  

Establishment of Business Ombudsman 

The institution of the Commissioner under the President of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan to protect the rights and legitimate interests of business entities has been 

established. The priorities of the Business Ombudsman include: 

 Participation in the formation and implementation of state policy in the field of 

business development, protection of rights and legal interests of business entities; 

  Provision for legal support to business entities in the process of inspection of 

their activities; 

 Preparation of proposals on the improvement of legislation aimed at strengthening 

legal guarantees of business entities, strengthening the stimulation of their 

development. 

 

 

http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/constitution-uzbekistan


Amendments to export regulation 

As of 1 July 2017, the following export procedure is implemented: 

 Entrepreneurs are allowed to export fresh fruit and vegetable, grapes and melons 

on the basis of direct contracts with 100% prepayment; (monopoly of 

"Uzagroexport" JSC in this sphere has been cancelled) 

 Privileges and preferences for exporting organisations of own production are 

applied to organisations that export products they own; 

 Export of used machines, equipment and mechanisms after 5 years from the date 

of their manufacture is carried out without a decision of the Government; 

 Terms for registration of the certificate of conformity of imported and manufactured 

goods are reduced to 3 business days. 

  

Intellectual Property Protection 

The Rules for the replacement of the trademarks national registration for 

international registration is approved in Uzbekistan.In accordance with the Protocol 

to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks (Madrid, 

27 June 1989), if a trademark that has obtained national registration in Uzbekistan 

is identical with a trademark that has obtained international registration and these 

trademarks are issued in the name of the same person, in this case the national 

registration of the trademark can be replaced by international registration. 

  

Amendments to the Foreign Currency Exchange Regulations 

Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers as of 30 June 2017, No. 449 introduced the 

market rate of foreign exchange for certain transactions in the over-the-counter 

foreign exchange market. Authorised banks are entitled to conduct transactions in 

the over-the-counter foreign exchange market on the basis of direct contracts at 

market rate. Read more: 

 

Establishment of new state authorities 

Presidential decree No.4996 dated 31 March 2017 created a Committee on 

Investments taking part of former Ministry for Foreign Economic Relations, Investment 

and Trade authorities, related to investment issues and accreditation of representative 

offices of foreign companies. 

The Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations, Investment and Trade was reorganised 

and renamed as the Ministry of Foreign Trade. 

http://www.gratanet.com/en/publications/details/currency-exchange-uzbekistan


New registration of business procedures 

Resolution of Cabinet of Ministers No.66 dated 9 February 2017 introduced a new, 

modern procedure for the registration of entrepreneurs by means of online 

submission of documents. An Applicant no longer has to visit state authorities for 

registration. The whole process takes around half an hour provided the procedure is 

carried out using e-signature and online payment. 

  

Permit acquiring regulations 

The State Inspection “Sanoatgeokontechnazorat” introduced new regulations 

(Resolution of Cabinet of Ministers No.360 dated 6 June 2017), providing a list of 

documents, terms, amounts of state fees and procedures of obtaining permits for 

works, carried out using hazardous, nuclear, flammable, explosive and other objects, 

which are subject to issuing permits by the State Inspection. 

  



Azerbaijan 

Baku 

Т.: +994 12 465 4365 

E.: baku@gratanet.com 

 

Belarus 

Minsk 

Т.: +375 17 218 1055 

Е.: minsk@gratanet.com 

 

China 

Beijing  

Т.: +86 10 56 222 344 

М.: +86 188 110 373 74 

E.: gn@gratanet.com 

 

Czech Republic 

Prague 

Т.: +420 222 320 153 

Е.: prague@gratanet.com 

 

Georgia 

Tbilisi 

Т.: +995 32 292 1878 

E.: tbilisi@gratanet.com 

 

Kazakhstan 

Almaty 

Т.: +7 727 2445 777 

E.: info@gratanet.com  

 

Astana 

Т.: +7172 689 908 

Е.: astana@gratanet.com  

 

Aktau 

Т.: +7 7292 305 886/8 

E.: aktau@gratanet.com  

 

Atyrau 

Т.: +7 701 768 0785 

E.: atyrau@gratanet.com  

  

Kyrgyzstan 

Bishkek 

Т.: +996 312 31 4050 

Е.: bishkek@gratanet.com 

 

Latvia 

Riga 

Т.: +371 28 39 2222 

E.: riga@gratanet.com 

 

Russia 

Moscow 

Т. +7 495 660 1184 

Е.: moscow@gratanet.com 

 

Novosibirsk 

T.: +7 383 266 9758 

E.: novosibirsk@gratanet.com 

 

Samara 

T.: +7 846 200 1524 

E.: samara@gratanet.com 

 

Kazan 

Т.: +7 843 212 2584 

Е.: kazan@gratanet.com  

 

Saint-Petersburg  

Т.:  +7 812 385 7466  

Е.:  office.spb@gratanet.com 

 

Rostov-on-Don 

Т.: +7 863 290 7082 

Е.: rostov_on_don@gratanet.com 

  

Switzerland 

Zurich 

Т.: +41 44 388 5555 

Е.: zurich@gratanet.com 

 

Tajikistan 

Dushanbe 

Т.: +992 44 620 4163 

М.: +992 93 555 8450 

Е.: dushanbe@gratanet.com 

 

Turkmenistan 

Ashgabat  

Т.: +9 9890 370 1847 

Е.: asharipov@gratanet.com 

 

Turkey 

Istanbul 

Т.: +90 212 351 9102 

E.: istanbul@gratanet.com 

 

Ukraine 

Kiev 

T.: +380 44 207 0270 

E.: kyiv@gratanet.com 

 

United Kingdom 

London 

Т.: +7 701 722 3287 

E.: london@gratanet.com 

 

Uzbekistan 

Tashkent 

T.: +9 9871 230 2422 

E.: tashkent@gratanet.com 

 


